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It is the staging from the book of the same name by  Massimo Carlotto Le irregolari (published 

from and/or) originally curated and directed by Stefano Tassinari, today dead, dedicated to 

the happening of the Argentinian desaparecidos linked to the military dictatorship of the years 

1976-1983 and to the activities of the mothers and grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo. The book, 

which plays on the fusion of a fiction part and another one modeled on the 

romance/reportage genre, tells the story of an Italian forty-year-old man, who arrives in 

Buenos Aires on the trail of an anarchical grandfather exiled in Argentina at the end of the 

nineteenth century, and he randomly comes into contact  with the tragedy of the 

desaparecidos, victims of the military dictatorship which governed the south American 

country between 1976 and 1983. 

 

The protagonist is accompanied each night in a sort of “Buenos Aires Horror Tour” on a bus 

driven by a survivor who, from time to time, leads him in front of houses where the missing 

people lived, by telling their personal story and that one of their kidnapping. 

 

The show (which made its debut in 1999) is based on some of these stories, entrusted to the 

readings of the actor and director of Bologna Gabriele Marchesini, with the support of 

musical pieces composed and live played by Paolo Fresu and the Argentinian saxophonist 

Javier Girotto and visually accompanied by one hundred of slides made by the photographer 

Anna Marceddu. The images  – which slide on a screen behind the actor and the musicians – 

depict other pictures of desaparecidos, some of which taken from their identity cards and 

others from their familiar contexts. 

 

GABRIELE MARCHESINI 

Professional director, mainly of theatre, but also of radio and television. After his humanities 

he carried out actor and journalist activities. From an early age he has dedicated himself to the 

direction with the show Hyeronimus Bosch, written and directed by him. Since then he has 

confronted all the tendencies of the live show, starting from the prose theatre, including 

“Teatro di figura” (puppets, marionettes). 

For the theatre he successfully directed dozens of shows, engaging in the most different 

genres. 

He wrote, directed and interpreted broadcasting programs for Rai, dealt with television 

production and he wrote the book  Conoscere il teatro. He held courses and institutional 

meetings and he organized festivals. Among the several shows performed also in the most 

important national theatres such as Piccolo Teatro in Milan and Teatro Quirino in Rome, there 

are Copernico e le stelle, official show for the IX Centenary of the University of Bologna, and the 

productions by Teatro Stabile Arena del Sole. He held also numerous recitals. 

Since 1994 he has participated as reader in many editions of Ravenna Poesia, of which he is 

currently curating also the direction. Since 1998 his activity is particularly significant. He 
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directed three national debuts of the Italian absolute novelties: Darwin delle scimmie by G. 

Celli (Teatro Bonci in Cesena); Il trionfo del popolo bolognese nell’8 agosto 1848 by A. Zappoli 

and F. Freyrie (Teatro Stabile in Bologna–Arena del Sole) and Tennis girl by I. Bassignano with 

V. Magli (Piccolo Teatro in Milan and Teatro Valle in Rome). In 2001 it should be remembered 

the event “Diavoli e streghe” and “Davanti e dietro lo specchio”, institutional show at the 

closing of the manifestations of Bologna 2000. In 2002, “Trilogia Latina”: with M. Guerritore, 

C. Cecchi, R. Herlitzka, M. Cacciari, D. Hofstadter. In 2003 he curated the direction of the show 

Da Agamennone a Bossi and in 2004 Amarcord with Vito. He is artistic director of the summer 

project “Teatro antico nei luoghi antichi” which takes part every summer in the Necropolis of 

Misa (Marzabotto).  

In the mid-seventies, he took part in the first broadcast of European free radio and in the first 

experiments of the cable television. In the 80s he dealt with the realization of some 

commercials in film. Starting from 1982 he has collaborated with RAI both in video and in 

radio. Produced by Rai1 and Rai2, it should be mentioned: Le nozze di Cadmo e Armonia from 

the book of the same name by R. Calasso, 12 episodes; Guglielmo Marconi, vita e radio, 13 

episodes; La leggera memoria di un secolo sul novecento italiano, 21 episodes and La giostra 

del nuovo mondo, 13 episodes, where he told the Americas from the end of the century to the 

30s. 

 

PAOLO FRESU 

He began the study of the instrument when he was 11 in the Banda Musicale of his native 

country and after various experiences of light music he discovered jazz in 1980 and he began 

the professional activity in 1982, by recording for RAI under the guidance of M° Bruno 

Tommaso and attending the Seminars of Siena Jazz. In 1984 he graduated in trumpet at the 

Conservatory of Cagliari and in the same year he won the awards RadioUno jazz”, “Musica 

jazz” and “RadioCorriere TV” as best talent of the Italian jazz. In 1990 he won the “Top jazz” 

prize organized by the magazine 'Musica jazz' as best Italian musician, best group (Paolo 

Fresu Quintet) and best album (“Arrigo Polillo” prize for the record 'Live in Montpellier'), in 

1996 the award as the best European player through his work of the 'Académie du jazz' in 

Paris and the prestigious ‘Django d’Or’ as best European jazz musician and in 2000 he won the 

nomination as best international player. These are only the first of a long series of rewards 

which continue on the musical present among which stand out the honorary citizenships of 

Nuoro Junas (France) and Sogliano Cavour and the Honoris Causa Degree of the University La 

Bicocca in Milan. 

Professor and responsible for various important national and international educational 

realities, he played in each continent and with the most important names of the Afro-

American music of the last 30 years:  F. D'Andrea, G. Tommaso, B. Tommaso, T. Ghiglioni, E. 

Rava, A. Salis, E. Pieranunzi, G. Gaslini, GL. Trovesi, R. del Fra, A. Romano, G. Ferris, J. Taylor, K. 

Wheeler, P. Danielsson, J. Christensen, G. Mulligan, B. Brookmayer, D. Liebman, K. Berger, D. 
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Holland, R. Beirach, J. Zorn, J. Abercrombie, H. Merril, R. Towner, R. Galliano, M. Portal, T. 

Gurtu, J. Lee, Gunther Schüller, P. McCandless, J. Hall, L. Soloff, Uri Caine, Ralph Towner, Gil 

Evans Orchestra, Toots Thielemans, Omar Sosa, Carla Bley, Steve Swallow, Dave Douglas, etc. 

He recorded more than three hundred and fifty records of which more than eighty in his own 

name or in leadership and others with international collaborations (French, German, 

Japanese, Spanish, Dutch, Swiss, Canadian, Greek labels), often by working with “mixed” 

projects, such as ethnic Jazz-Music, World Music, Contemporary Music, Light Music, Ancient 

Music, etc., collaborating also with M. Nyman, E. Parker, Farafina, O. Vanoni, Alice, T. Gurtu, G. 

Schüller, Negramaro, Stadio,  etc. 

Many of his record productions gained prestigious awards both in Italy and abroad. In 2010 

he opened his record label Tŭk Music. 

He directs the Festival 'Time in jazz' in Berchidda, he is artistic director and teacher of the Jazz 

Seminars in Nuoro and he directed the international festival in Bergamo. 

He was invited several times in the big ensembles, such as 'G.O.N. - Grande Orchestra Italiana', 

ONJ - National Orchestra of French Jazz, NDR - North German Radio Symphony Orchestra of 

Hamburg, the Italian Instabile Orchestra, the PJMO of the Auditorium Parco della Musica in 

Rome, the Orchestra Sinfonica della Rai, the Orchestra of Arena di Verona, I Virtuosi Italiani 

and others. 

He coordinated also numerous multimedia projects, by collaborating with actors, dancers, 

painters, sculptors, poets, etc. and writing music for movies, documentaries, videos or for the 

Ballet or Theatre.  

Today he is active with myriad of projects which engage him for more than two hundred 

concert in the year, almost everywhere in the globe. 

He lives among Paris, Bologna and Sardinia.  

 

JAVIER EDGARDO GIROTTO 

Javier was born in Cordoba (Argentina) on the 17th April 1965. He approached the study of the 

music thanks to his maternal grandfather A. L. Caroli, band conductor, by playing first the 

snare drum, then the E-flat clarinet in the “Infanto Juvenil de Cordoba” and in the band of Villa 

del Rosario and later the B-flat clarinet. 

For a clarinetist, the passage to the saxophone is natural. Chosen the contralto saxophone, he 

began to visit Buenos Aires, looking for someone who introduces him to the jazz, 

unfortunately without luck. He came back in Cordoba and created his first groups of jazz 

inspiration, dedicating himself also to the commercial music of the so-called "Quartetos". 

When he was 16 he began the classical studies, by signing up at the “Conservatorio Provincial 

De Cordoba” and since the saxophone class did not exist, he attended the courses of clarinet 

and flute, achieving the Middle level of both instruments. In parallel at the studies in 

Conservatory, he formed and collaborated with different groups, including the Vertiente, a 
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mix of Argentinian fusion and folklore, Jazz 440, "Jam", Enzo Piccioni Quartet and Juan 

Ciallella Quartet. 

At the age of nineteen, Javier won a scholarship of the Berklee College of Music and eventually 

the doors of the jazz world opened wide to him. He finished the 4 years of the prestigious 

school of Boston, by graduating magna cum laude in Professional Music. He also improved his 

music writing and arrangement skills as well as improvisation learnt in school with maestros 

such as Joseph Viola, George Garzone, Hall Crook and Jerry Bergonzi, learning the “trade” by 

playing with Danilo Perez, George Garzone, Hall Crook, Bob Moses, Herb Pomeroy and many 

other musicians from whom he reaped a spark of their experience. 

At the age of 25 Javier travelled to Italy for the first time to deal with some affairs of his family, 

of Apulian origins, and in short time he decided to start his professional career in this nation. 

Also here he alternated his collaboration with groups of commercial and Latin music with the 

formation of various jazz ensembles with which he began his indefatigable activity of 

composer and arranger. His first Roman formation was “Tercer Mundo”, together with 

Horacio “El Negro” Hernandez, on the Latin jazz tracks, a sextet composed of piano, bass, 

percussions, drums, trumpet and sax, followed closely behind by "Six Sax", a quartet of 

saxophones, bass and drums, made up of Paolo Recchia e Daniele Tittarelli (alto), Gianni 

Savelli (tenor), Javier (baritone), Marco Siniscalco (bass) and Pietro Iodice (drums), with 

whom in 1995 he recorded his first CD with guest stars such as Bob Mintzer and Randy 

Brecker. In this same period the group for which the soprano and baritone sax of Girotto are 

mainly famous was born: Aires Tango, with Alessandro Gwis (piano), Marco Siniscalco (bass) 

and Michele Rabbia (drums and percussions), in a union of tango and jazz’s reasons, which 

starting from the pleasure of listening stylistic features of Argentinian music reassure the 

listener to face the “rapids” of the “diversity” of the two solos.  

With Aires Tango he recorded 7 albums, gems of a path where Girotto has always achieved 

the unconditional approval of the public, which encouraged him to “open” the project to the 

voice of Peppe Servillo and the symphonic orchestra.  

In 1999 another group, "Cordoba Reunion", was born and it is made up of four musicians from 

Cordoba, Javier Girotto (sax and flutes), Gerardo Di Giusto (piano), Minino Garay 

(percussions) and Carlos El Tero Buschini (basso), who were involved with a project with 

which Javier came back to the roots of his music with an eye to that time which preceded the 

tango, by carrying away the listener in an emphatic and emotional journey, searching for the 

rhythms of milonga, chacarera, zamba and candombe. This group recorded a CD with the 

singer Mercedes Sosa. 

In 2000 Javier Girotto formed a double duo: the first one with the bandoneon of Daniele Di 

Bonaventura, with whom he recorded two CDs: "Javier Girotto Plays Rava" and "Recordando 

Piazzolla" with an orchestra of 13 strings, a tribute to the first of the three myths of Javier; the 

second one with chromatic accordion of Luciano Biondini, with whom he recorded El 

Cacerolazo, a play of changes where the will at all costs to embody in a stylistic feature the 
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own conception of the rhythm emits a song of love, nostalgic or protest, which comes directly 

from the Argentinian soul of Javier.  

In this same year he began his collaboration with the prestigious ONJ, l'Orchestre National du 

Jazz of Paris. 

Among the formations of Javier Girotto, the last one born is the elegant duo made up of the 

Argentinian pianist Natalio Mangalavite, with whom he recorded “Colibrì”, a CD which 

represents the summary of the whole South-American feeling, to which the voice of Peppe 

Servillo has been recently added, by creating the Trio G.S.M. 

The collaborations of Javier Girotto are infinite, from Enrico Rava with whom he performs as 

baritone in the quartet Pianoless, a tribute to Chet Baker and Gerry Mulligan - with whom he 

recorded “Full of Life”- to Roberto Gatto, the cornerstone of the quintet with which he 

participated in “7#”, “Sing Sing Sing” and ”Deep” with the trumpeter Gianluca Petrella, with 

whom he recorded “X-Ray”; from Rita Marcotulli - who is the ethnic-Argentinian soul of her 

ensembles, where she alternates the Andean flute with the soprano with whom he recorded 

“The woman next door”, “Koinè” and a record for the magazine “L’Espresso” in 2009, ”Nanà”, 

“Variazioni sul tema”, etc. and then Antonello Salis, Paolo Fresu, Bebo Ferra, Gianni Coscia, 

Angà Diaz, Furio Di Castri, Tony Scott, Arto Tuncboyaciyan, Michel Benità, Carlo Rizzo, Aldo 

Romano, Luis Agudo, Maurizio Gianmarco, Stefano Battaglia, Michel Godard, Anouar Brahem 

Gianluigi Trovesi, and many others. 
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