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An irreverent recital-concert which tells the phenomenon of tango from an 
unusual perspective 
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(Presentation by Sergio Staino) 
 
Paolo Conte said (when he was not yet famous and he tried to insert some sentences among a piece 
and the other of his concerts): “as the lizard is the summary of the crocodile, the tango is the summary 
of an entire life”. A South-American proverb that maybe the Argentinian men do not like, adds: “ the 
dream of each Argentinian husband is that the wife cuckolds him, so that he can sing a tango as it 
should be”. Passions which are always at the limit of the tragedies, displeasures that any analyst will 
never treat, perverse betrayals, pure men and wicked women, premature deaths, knives, but also 
surreal happiness, jealous stars, singing fountains, wonderful sunrises and nostalgic bells of the native 
country. All the most banal and obvious tools of the trite literary are collected, manipulated, 
exaggerated and reassembled under the form of poetical and musical masterpiece. This is tango for 
me. It is the farthest from the politically correct, it is a borderline, provocative, rebel and dissenting 
from each rule thin common thread. Here is the “dissent” of the tango: it is always there, ready to fail 
into the most unpleasant bad taste, where on the contrary it never (or almost) falls. It arrives at the 
limit, it makes feel the thrill and when it seems to fall, it flies instead. In some respects it is like what 
happens with Puccini: when the romance turns towards the commonplace through the terrible mushy 
verse un po' per celia, here he inserts the great and unpredictable stroke of genius E un po' per non 
morire with the heart-rending high note that wins us over. This is what I would like to tell, from the 
excessive and unreal joy of "El dia que me quieras" to the deep and total invective of “Cambalache”.  
 
The musical comment is entrusted to the voice of Anna Maria Castelli, who for years is travel 
companion in the show “The wonderful adventure of Tango” of the Academy Award winner Luis 
Bacalov and the Argentinian guitarist Adriàn Fioramonti. 
 
 
SERGIO STAINO 
Staino was born in Piancastagnaio, in the province of Siena, in 1940. After graduating in architecture, 
he exploited this title to teach technical subjects at the middle schools in the Florentine area and also 
for this reason he moved to Scandicci with the Peruvian wife Bruna and the children Ilaria e Michele. 
Nevertheless, when the architect Staino arrived “halfway through the journey he is living”, he 
embarked on a new, very lucky path, that he will use then to describe the political and existential crisis 
in which he was losing the right way. 
Staino entered this world quite timidly, by ignoring that he was becoming in record time one of the 
Italian satirical name most important and popular. With the comics, he described himself and the 
worries of his generation of 1968, through the character Bobo, who was born with the rhythm of the 
comic strip, the same of Charlie Brown and of Beetle Bailey. The first cartoons written and drawn by 
Staino, with a presentation  of the charismatic Oreste del Buono, were published in the magazine Linus 
in 1979. Between 1980 and 1981 Staino contributed to the cultural page of the Roman newspaper Il 
Messaggero and in 1982 he established his profitable relationship with L'Unità, after overcoming the 
initial skepticism about the possibilities of ironizing from the podium of a Party organ. 
In 1986 the father of Bobo founded and managed the weekly magazine Tango, in which there were the 
best names of the Italian satire, most of them coming from Il Male, the magazine that in the previous 
decade revived the satire in Italy. Among the authors who wrote for Staino there are Lorenzo Beccati, 
Gino and Michele, Francesco Guccini, Renato Nicolini, David Riondino, Sergio Saviane, Michele Serra. 
The collaborators who drew for him include Altan, Angese, Massimo Cavezzali, Dalmaviva, Ellekappa, 
Giuliano, Daniele Panebarco, Roberto Perini, Vincino, even Andrea Pazienza, who, before his death in 
1988, left his last cartoons representing Achille Occhetto in the editorial office. 
During those years he worked also for the TV. After transporting Bobo in some sketches of the show 
Drive In (played by Paolo Pietrangeli), in 1987 he directed for Raitre Teletango, the satirical TV show 
inserted in the Sunday’s program Va' pensiero. For the same channel, in 1990 he produced the video-
film Io e Margherita and he looked after the satirical part in “special electoral services” of the TV news. 
In the 1993 he directed the variety show Cielito Lindo, a sort of "Zelig ante litteram" anchored by 
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Claudio Bisio and Athina Cenci, where Aldo Giovanni and Giacomo, Luciana Littizzetto and Bebo Storti 
made their debut. In winter 1995-96 Staino collaborated with TG3 with a daily satirical cartoon. 
As regards the cinema, in 1988 he adapted and directed the movie Cavalli si nasce with Paolo Hendel, 
David Riondino, Vincent Gardenia and the extraordinary participation of Roberto Murolo. In 1992 he 
directed Non chiamarmi Omar, which is inspired by a short story by Altan and had an exceptional cast 
of interpreters, from Gastone Moschin to Barbara D'Urso, from Stefania Sandrelli to Ornella Muti. 
He was committed for the theatre, as artistic director of Puccini Theatre in Florence, president of the 
Istituzione Servizi Culturali in Scandicci, up to the artistic director of “Estate Fiorentina”. 
His recent works include the illustrations (with Isabella Staino) of the short story Gli angeli del cortile 
(2003) by Adriano Sofri, originally written to be read in prison on Christmas night, and the 
modernized version of the Collodi’s puppet Pinocchio Novecento: 25 pictures with the salient episodes 
of the novel, played by some protagonists of the Twentieth Century’ story. 
Just to name some of the rewards he received, he won in 1984 the “Premio Satira Politica Forte dei 
Marmi“ and the “Yellow Kid” as “best author” at the “Salone Internazionale dei Comics”, the “Premio 
Tenco/Canzone e fumetto” in 1986 and the “Premio Persea” 2002 that he received in Florence at the 
convention “Comicstrip”. 
 
 
CARLOS ADRIAN FIORAMONTI –acoustic guitar 
The Argentinian guitarist, who has been living in Italy for over twenty years, studied at the “Escuela 
Nacional de Musica de Rosario” (Argentina) and attended numerous courses and seminars among 
which: “Berklee Summer School” in Buenos Aires, jazz guitar at “Siena Jazz” with Battista Lena, just to 
name a few. 
In 1996 he began his cooperation with the “Quintetto Progetto Piazzolla”. In September 2000 the 
group took part in the 5th “Cumbre Mundial de Tango” in Rosario (Argentina). On this occasion, the 
members of the group are chosen to be part of the Orquesta Mundial de Tango, conducted by the 
Maestro Rodolfo Mederos. In 1999 Fioramonti created a tango trio together with the bandoneon 
player Marcelo Nisinman and the double bass player Guglielmo Caioli, whose repertoire is composed 
in particular by original material, traditional pieces and texts by Piazzolla. From June 2003 the 
bandoneon player of the group is Massimiliano Pitocco. From 2004 he has been collaborating with the 
company “Tango Rubio”, by performing in theatres all over the country. In 2002, together with the 
singer Rubèn Peloni, he created a duo of traditional tango with a wide repertoire that ranges from 
Gardel to Piazzolla - the duo performed together with the bandoneon player Antonio Ippolito (Trio El 
Esquinazo) in several “milongas” throughout Italy. 
In 2005 he collaborated with the Milanese quintet “Tango 6” (Caserta) and with the actor Sebastiano 
Lo Monaco in the show “Tango d’amore” at the theatre of “La Versiliana”. In 2006 he participated in a 
concert in Malaga (Spain) together with Tango 6 and the singer Milva. From 2006 he has been working 
in duo with Marcelo Nisinman (Nisinman’s Affaire) with a repertoire including music by Piazzolla, 
Saluzzi as well as original pieces, by using a perspective which gives wide room to the improvisation. 
From 2007 to present he has many projects devoted to the tango, but at the same time he dedicated 
himself to the composition of original pieces. In 2013 there was a new record production together 
with the bandoneon player Juanjo Mosalini and the elaboration of a new project with the multi-
instrumentalist Giulio D'Agnello and the singer-actress Anna Maria Castelli, dedicated to the Poets of 
Latin America. 
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